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the Earl of Northumberland, William Goderswyk, and
John Marchall.1 The two noblemen were presumably
sleeping partners, and appear to have abandoned the
arrangement, as soon afterwards, in 1478, William
Godereswyk, Henry Van Orel, Arnold van Anne, and
Albert Millyng of Cologne, and Dcderic van Riswyk of
England, received a grant for ten years of all mines of
gold, silver, copper, and lead in Northumberland, Cum-
berland, and Westmorland, paying one-fifteenth of the
profits.2 Mining at this time was far from flourishing.
It was said in 1492 that the silver mines were not being
worked 3 and in 1538 that the lead mines ' are now dead '4
—though there had been a certain revival of activity in
1528, when Joachim Hochstetter was appointed chief
surveyor and master of the mines in England and Ireland.
He arranged to make a start with a thousand men, under
the supervision of six German experts, and advised that
a foundry should be erected at Cornbe Martin.5 It was
not, however, until the latter part of Elizabeth's reign
that mining, under the joint auspices of English capita-
lists and German engineers, took on a fresh lease of life.
Although gold is mentioned in a number of grants of
mines in the fifteenth century, and though Galias dc
Lunc and his partners were licensed in 1462 to dig ores
containing gold in Gloucestershire and Somerset,6 gold
does not appear to have been worked in paying quantities
in England. In 1325 John cle Wylwringword was sent
down to the mines of Devon and Cornwall to seek for
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